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Abstract  
The aim of this work is to provide informed insights about the main understandings on security governance. ‘Security governance’ 
as a concept is investigated, and the theoretical assumptions upon which or against which the term is built presented. Security 
governance literature lacks of a reflection upon the understanding and construction of ‘security’; instead, attempts at bridging the 
literature on security with that on security governance may enhance the theoretical and empirical relevance of the term. The 
analysis of the European system of security governance will emphasise how the post-Westphalian nature of states within Europe 
renders security regulation efforts different from those of other systems. Against this background, prospect of cooperation do not 
only depend on the possible exportation of the European system of security governance, but also on compatible interests among 
different actors and on European reliability as a security actor in cooperative efforts.  
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Introduction to EU Security Governance 
 
 
Table of contents: 
 
1. Introduction. What is governance?  
Governance dynamics in specific policy-areas (security).  
EU security governance: actors, principles, practices. 
 
2. The dynamics of the security environment at a global and European level. 
 
3. The main actors of the security environment (international security 
organizations). The European Union: major actor of international security. 
 
4. Security Policies at a global level and the new Strategy of Foreign Politics and 
European Security. The EU official security documents and institutions.  
 
5. Understanding the current challenges of EU Security Governance (internal and 
external). 
 
6. The Copenhagen School and its impact on Security studies and on the European 
security governance. Internal EU security governance and the societal dimension 
of security.  
 
7. New Security Threats and the Resilience of the European Society.  
Populism, nationalism, and extremism – how they impact upon security?   
 
8. The soft power model. The EU role as civil and humanitarian power.  
 
9. EU Security Governance future: intelligence organizations role. 
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